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REP  0  R  T 


OF  THE  STEAI*ER 
SFA~v 


The  Military  Prosecution  Office  cf  tho  Pacific  Ocean 
Area  has  sstntlishcd  by  investigation  following: 

That  at  the  end  cf  August  ,  1941,  the  3hip  "ICrechct" 
arrived  at  the  harbor  of  Rent*  Kong  to  be  put  under  reconc  i- 
tion.  On  December  8,  1941,  the  roconditicn  cf  the  ship  was 
interrupted  because  cf  the  opening  of  hostilities  between 
Japan  and  U3A  and  Groat  Britain. 

To  avoid  the  damaging  cf  the  ship  during  artillery 
bombardments  cf  the  docks  by  tho  Japanese  forces,  the  ship 
"Kreohot"  was  led  off  to  tho  roadstead  state  flag  of  the 
Soviet  Union  being  on  the  stern,  and  other  flags  painted 
on  h-,r  deck  and  boards.  There  wore  nc  other  ships  belong¬ 
ing  to  any  other  country  on  the  roadstead. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  December  14,  1941,  artillery 
bombardment  of  the  ship  "Kreohot"  was  bogan  freu  the  Koulun 
Island,  occupied  by  the  Japanese. 

The  first  shells  fell  on  the  stern  and  the  bow.  Then 
an  incendiary  shell  hit  one  of  the  dock-cabins,  and  fire 
broke  cut  on  tho  ship.  Aftor  this  tho  ship  to.  several 
ti-  .  <3  dircctlv  hit  by  explosive  anu  incentinry  shells, 
ihi'oh  JocogCa  the  hull  nnd  the  oncine-rocn.  Tho  ship  was 
ablaze  and  in  about  two  hours  sank. 

The  v/itnesses:  the  captain  of  the  ship  "Krechet" 
Bezhanov  tho  senior  radio -operator  cf  the  ship  Pokrytiu-t, 
tho^ochanic  cf  the  ship  "Svirstroy"  Iordansky  and  ethers 
osti--tod  that  th.re  -.ore  34  shells  discharged  by  the 
Japanese  an  od  forces  at  the  ship  "Krechet"  from  the  distance 

of  less  than  half  a  mile. 

On  leaving  the  ship  on  fire,  the  crew  consisting  of  10 

non  r?t  intr  r  boat  end  ted.  for  Hong  Kong.  But  a  gun  shot 
uon  got  int  •  \J  .  fven  the  Japanese  side,  and  the  boat 
v/ns  r.r.u g  tKo  ,  *  u  4-4  +-v  &  vmil nn  T^l&nd« 

was  forced  to  sail  in  the  direction  of  tl.e  Xoulun  -siana. 
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The  Military  Prosecution  Office  cf  the  Pacific  Ocean 
Area  has  sstntlishcd  by  investigation  following: 


That  at  the  end  <;f  August.,  1941,  the  3hip  "Krechet" 
arrived  at  the  harbor  of  Hone  Xcng  to  be  put  under  recondi¬ 
tion.  On  December  8,  1941,  the  recondition  cf  the  ship  was 
interrupted  because  of  the  opening  of  hostilities  between 
Japan  and  U3A  and  Groat  Britain. 

To  avoid  the  damaging  cf  the  ship  during  artillery 
bor.bardr  ents  cf  the  docks  by  the  Japanoso  forces,  the  ship 
"Krechot"  was  led  off  to  tho  roadstead  state  flag  cf  the 
Sc viot  Union  being  on  the  3tern,  and  other  flags  painted 
on  h-r  deck  and  boards.  There  were  nc  other  ships  belong¬ 
ing  tc  any  other  country  on  the  rmdstoad. 


Late  in  tho  afternoon  cf  Dccer.ber  14,  1941,  artillery 
bonbardi.cnt  cf  the  ship  "Krechet"  was  began  from  the  Koulun 
Island,  cccupied  by  tho  Japanese. 


The  first  shells  foil  on  the  stern  and  the  bow.  Then 
an  incendiary  shell  hit  cne  of  the  deck-cabins,  ane  fire 
broke  cut  on  the  ship.  After  this  the  ship  ms  several 
ti'  •  s  directly  hit  by  explosive  and  incentiary  shells, 
which  Ssoi  the  hull  nhd  the  engine-room  The  ship  was 
ablaze  and  in  about  two  hours  sank. 


The  v/itnesses i  the  captain  c;f  tho  ship  "Krechot" 
3azhanov,  tho  senior  radio-operator  of  the  ship  Pckrytiu.c, 
the  mechanic  cf  the  ship  "Svirstroy"  Iordansky  and  ethers 
esti*  °tcd  that  t’lv.-re  wore  34  shells  discharged  by  the 
Japanese  an  od  forces  at  the  ship  "Krechet"  fron  the  distance 

of  less  than  half  a  mile. 

On  It  wing  the  ship  on  fire,  the  crow  consisting  of  10 

non  ,?t  into  ?  boat  and  node  fer  Hens  Kong.  But  a  sun  shot 
i..cn  ^ot  lnt  -  frcn  the  Japanese  side,  and  the  boat 

was  forced  to  sail  in  tho  direction  cf  the  Xoulun  Island. 
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,,Vrt  Afjsp  lfi0ne  K?nc  wns  coclirio^»  tho  captain  of  the  ship 
hroc.ict  ,  the  representative  ef  the  Connorcial  Mission 
Prokhorov  ant.  tho  c^loyec  f  t: ’‘Ex.  ovtlchlob"  Ageev  were 

n^f?nrCrfbthrthw  aufcht  ritios  to  nogotiato  on  tho 

natter  cf  the  wreck  ci  tho  ship  “Krcchot" . 

K1*  whf-wh  lastcd  r.bout  3  hours,  tho  ropre- 
sent.-tlvo  wl  "^0  uP^anoso  cornand  ropoatcdly  threatening 
./ith  responsibility  for  giving  false  tostiuony  endeavoured 
i  roY2  Zl10  chiH  "Krochot"  could  net  have  been  fired 

2°  ,l2'  a**03o»  n:lf1  tried  with  all  neens  tc  nnko  then 

testify  tiint  it  was  tne  English  who  had  fired  at  the  ship. 

During  the  months  that  the  crow  stayed  in  Hcng  Kcnp 
they  wore  constantly  subject  d  to  indignities  by  the 
Japanese,  who  beat  then,  robbed  then  cf  their  personal 
things,  nonoy  in  foreign  currency  and  food,  and  as  a  result 
,0  crew  of  the  ship  "Krechet*1  were  half  starving  and 
suffered  frer:  inanition  and  various  diseases. 

The  losses  sustained  by  the  state  arounted  to  17,700.000 
rubles,  v.hich  was  the  cost  ef  the  ship. 


Military  Prosecutor  cf  the  Pacific  Ocean  Area, 
Liuiitennnt -Colonel  <..f  tho  Judicial  Corps 


Slilychlcov 
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llt,  !^iST  Konc  wns  cccurio1,  tho  captain  of  the  ship 
hrccaet  ,  the  representative  cf  the  Commercial  Mission 
* rckhurcvunc  tno  employee  .f  t!  o  '*Ex4  ortkhlob"  Ageev  were 
sumr.onod  by  the  Military  authorities  to  negotiato  on  the 
natter  cf  the  wreck  cf  the  ship  "Krechot". 


during  ^the  t^llc  which  lasted  about  3  hours,  tho  ropre- 
sontative  vi  -no  Japanoso  corjaand  ropoatcdly  tlur 

I'll  4-1-  1  J  1...  •  •  a  —  *  * 


-  -  * — -  -—...I.*-*  *  w^v<ki  wviu—jr  threatening 
i/ith  responsibility  for  giving  false  testimony  endeavoured 
i  that  wiio  ship  "Krechot1’  could  not  have  been  fired 
2°  Japanese,  a.v1  triod  v.ith  all  means  tc  make  then 

testify  that  it  wa.3  the  English  who  had  fired  at  the  ship. 


Durin.;  the  nonths  that  the  crow  stayed  in  Hcng  Kong 
they  wore  constantly  subject  d  to  indignities  by  the 
Japanese,  who  beat  then,  robeod  thorn  cf  their  personal 
things,  money  in  foreign  currency  and  food,  and  as  a  result 
01  it  tho  crew  of  tho  ship  "Krechot11  were  half  starving  and 
suffered  frer:  inanition  and  various  diseases. 


The  losses  sustained  by  the  state  amounted  to  17,700,000 
rubles,  v.hich  v;as  the  cost  cf  the  ship. 


Military  Prosecutor  cf  the  Pacific  Ocean  Area, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  of  tho  Judicial  Corps 


Shlychkov 
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